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HISTORIC
PLAQUES

The City of Ontario has created a plaque
program to recognize designated historic
properties. The plaques are made of
bronze with raised letters and are eight
inches (8”) tall by ten inches (10”) wide.
The plaques typically have the name of
the building or structure, the date of
designation, the landmark number or
district name, and a brief description of
the property and its significance.

Any owner of a historic property may
purchase a plaque for their designated
property and the City will pay the cost of
installing the plaque.

Why would I want a
historic plaque?

An owner of a historic building may want
a historic plaque to explain why their
property is architecturally or historically
significant to those who Vvisit their
property and for future generations. The
bronze plaque is attractive and adds a
level of prestige to your property. It says
you are proud to be the current steward
of this historic resource.

How do I apply for a
historic plaque?

The property owner of a locally designated
historic property (landmark or contributor
within a district) may apply for a historic
plague with the Ontario Planning
Department. City staff will research the
property and prepare a draft of the plaque
text for the property owner’s review. Once
the content of the plaque is agreed upon by
both the City and the property owner, the
City receives a formal estimate for the
plaque. After the property owner makes a
check payable to the City for the purchase
of the plaque, the plaque is ordered. Once
the plaque has been fabricated, the City
arranges with the property owner and the
contractor to meet on-site for plaque
installation. The plaque should be located
on the building near the front entry and be
visible to the public. The City pays for
installation of the plaque. On average, a
plaque request will take 12 weeks to
complete from application to installation.

There are approximately two dozen historic
properties that have received plaques as of
2008.
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