Biodiversity is a really big word, but its meaning is simple. The first part of the word, bio means life. The second part of the word, diversity means many different types. Put those two together and biodiversity basically means – Many different types of life. Think about all the different places on Earth. Some are wet, others are dry. Some are hot, while others are cold. Do all of these places have exactly the same types of animals living there? No! All of these places have different types of animals living in them. In other words, planet Earth has a lot of biodiversity.
Think about the kind of environment you live in. Is it usually hot or cold? Does it rain or snow? Describe your environment below.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Draw a picture of what kind of environment you live in.







You’ve learned that there are many different kinds of places on Earth. You’ve also learned that all of these different places have different kinds of animal living there. But, did you know that each animal has specific traits that help it survive in these different types of environments? Think about a fish, it has gills to breathe underwater and scales and fins to help it swim. Now think about a dog, it has our legs to help it get around on land and it has lungs to breathe air. These two animals live in very different environments and they have very different traits that help them survive.
Think about yourself. What kinds of traits do you have that help you play on the playground?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Think about your favorite type of animal. What types of traits does it have that help it survive in its environment?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Critical Thinking
Use what you have learned about biodiversity to answer the questions below.
1. Why do you think an animal with thick fur would not survive in an environment where it is very hot?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why do you think an animal with feet instead of fins would not be able to survive in an environment of water?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why do you think long claws would help an animal survive in an environment with lots of trees?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Create an animal that you think would be suited for living in an area with lots of tall trees. Think about what types of traits your animal would need to help it survive there.











Tell what traits you gave your animal and how those traits would help it survive in its environment.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Below are pictures of different types of animals. Look at them closely. Cut and paste the type of environment you think the animal would be best suited for. Then list 2 necessary traits on the lines next to the animal. 
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This animal lives where it is hot
This animal lives where it is cold
This animal lives underwater
This animal spends most of its time in the sky
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