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City of Ontario 

Recommended ‘Water Wise’ Plants  

 

Medium to Large Trees  

Coast Live Oak, Quercus agrifolia 40’-60’ 

Goldenrain Tree, Koelreuteria paniculata 25’ 

Jacaranda, Jacaranda mimosifolia 30’  

Small Accent Trees 

Western Redbud, Cercis occidentalis 15’-20’ 

Strawberry Tree, Arbutus undeo 10’-35’ 

Fruit Trees, Dwarf 8-10’ Semi-dwarf 12’-15’ 

Medium Shrubs 

California Lilac, Ceanothus griseus 3-4’ x 4-6’  

Heavenly Bamboo, Nandina Gulf Stream 3’x2’ 

Indian Hawthorne, Rhaphiolepis Clara 4x4’ 

Dwarf Bottlebrush, Callistemon Little John 3’x3’ 

Small Shrubs or Perennials 

Sage, Salvia mellifera 2’x5’,  

Salvia leucantha 3’x4’ 

Autumn Sage, Salvia greggii, 2’x3’ 

African Daisy, Osteospermum 1’x3’ 

Sageleaf Rockrose, Cistus salviifolius Prostratus 2’x6’ 

Groundcovers 

Rosemary, Rosmarinus prostratus 2’x5’ 

Echeveria, Afterglow 1’x2’ 

Honeysuckle, Lonicera Halliana 2’x4’ 

Verbena, Verbena Canadensis 1’x3’ 

Lawn Substitutes 

Yarrow, Achillea 6”x2’ 

Silver Carpet, Dymondia margaretae 2”x12” 

Ice Plant, Delosperma cooperi, also 

Lampranthus spectabilis 6”x24” 

Blue Chalk Sticks, Senecio Mandraliscae 12”x3’!


