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Project Description 

Planning Overview 

Meredith International Centre is intended 
to become a high-intensity, multi-use 
complex that maximizes the economic poten­
tial of its location. The principal land­
owner and master developer is the Meredith 
Company of Newport Beach, California. 

Project Objectives 
The plan defines a project which will be­
come an urban development of unique quali­
ty. The primary project objectives are 
summarized below. 

l.To become a regional focal point for 
western Riverside/San Bernardino Coun­
ties and for the eastern portion of 
the Los Angeles metropolitan area. 

2.To ~erve as a primary service center 
for the growing Ontario International 
Airport. 

3.To relate to and economically stimulate 
the existing developed portions of On­
tario and the developing industrial 
areas of Ontario and Rancho Cucamonga. 

4.To be a high employment center for the 
surrounding region. 

S.To create a strong urban form which 
becomes an interesting place for 
people to experience through the 
spaces created, and the amenities 
provided. The project will become 
an urban element which gives mean­
ingful form to the surrounding ·areas 
by being a high intensity center and 
a visual gateway. 

6.To establish a comprehensive planning 
process fbr the Centre which will in­
sure state-of-the-art thinking in all 
aspects of planning including urban de­
sign, energy, transportation and en­
vironmental concerns. 

location 
The site for Meredith International Centre 
is in the eastern portion of the city of 
Ontario, immediately north of the Ontario 
International Airport. The site has excel­
lent access and exposure to the San Bernar­
dino Freeway which is the southern boundary 
to the project. Access is gained via Vine­
yard Avenue and Archibald Avenue, the west­
ern and eastern boundaries of the project, 
both of which have freeway interchanges. 
The northern edge of the property is 4th 
Street, a major east-west arterial. A key 
amenity to the project is the Cucamonga/ 
Guasti Regional Park which occupies the 
northeast corner of the site. 
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Surrounding Urban Pattern 
Meredith International Centre lies at 
the edge of one of the largest ~ndevelop­
ed areas in Southern California. To the 
north and northeast of the proposed pro­
ject is largely open agricultural land, 
planned for conversion to industrial and 
more urban uses. The Ontario Inter­
national Raceway, approximately one mile 
east of the development site, has recent­
ly been acquired by the Chevron Land 
Development Company which plans to rede­
velop it into a commercial/mixed-use com­
plex through a specific plan procedure 
similar to the Meredith project. The 
Chevron/Raceway property was included 
in the original Ontarlo International 
Centre General Plan Amendment. The 
projec~ is on the eastern edge of the 

·urbanized portion of the City of 
Ontario. 

Economic Outlook 
Several factors favor the development 
of Meredith International Centre as a 
major commercial co~nlex of reqional 
significance. The adjacent Ontario 
International Airoort has plans to ex­
pand to ·12 million annual passengers, 
becoming a major arrival/departure 
point for domestic and international 
air travel. The San Bernardino and 
Devore freeways give the site excel­
lent regional transportation access 
and visibility. The location of the 
Meredith Centre on the eastern edge 
o f t he- u r b a n i z e d L o s A n g e 1 e s B a s i n 
puts it on one of the few remaining 
growth frontiers in the region. 
Where factors such as these have 
existed in the past, dynamic economic 
growth has occurred. The project, 
therefo~e •. represents a unique oppor­
tunity for the creation of a major 
development center which can signifi­
cantly strengthen Ontario's image and 
role in the region. 
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Land Use The land uses proposed for Meredith 
International Centre are primarily office, 
hotel and retail;commercial with some re­
sidential uses. It is intended to create 
through this mix a community which will 
offer· unique combinations of uses and ur­
ban opportunities. 

land Use Concept 
The project is divided into four land­
use categories: Urban Commercial Core, 
Urban Commercial, Garden Commercial and 
Urban Residential. Each category has 
characteristics nf use, intensity and 
urban design which together create a 
development with a distinctive urban 
character • 

. Urban Commercial Core 
The nucleus of Meredith International 
Centre is a hi~h-density core, central­
ly located in the project. Visually, 
the core will be characterized by high­
rise structures clustered in a dense 
urban millieu and £onnected at the 
ground plane by low-rise buildings 
creating active urban ed0es. All core 
buildings will be connected by a series 
of pleasant pedestrian spaces of an 
urban character which will encourage 
users to walk through the core area. 
A variety of uses will be encouraged. 
The upper stories would be primarily 
office space with the possibility of 
hotels and limited residential. On the 
ground floor, retail uses would be en­
couraged to strengthen the pedestrian 
environment. The urban commercial 
core will have the highest density in 
the project. 

Urban Commercial 
A strip of high-density development will 
occur on the freeway frontage over the 
length of the project.· This Urban Com­
mercial zone will contain high and mid-\ 
rise structures, separated sufficiently 
to allow views from the San Bernardino 
freeway to the rest of the project and 
the mountains beyond. Low-rise build­
ings will occur more frequently, fil­
ling in the space on the ground plane. 
A mix of uses are allowed in the urban 
commercial zone including offices, 
·hotels, retail, entertainment, recrea-
tion and other compatible uses. Resi­
dential uses will be allowed on upper 
stories. The urban commercial district 
including the core, will be the high­
density "anchor" of the project around 
which other support uses will be gener­
ated. 
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Urban Commercial Core 

Garden Commercial 
Surrounding the urban commercial dis­
strict and the core will be a less in­
tense Garden Commercial zone. The Gar­
den Commercial District is intended to 
be a linking/buffering land-use devel­
oped in a park-like atmosphere. The 
buildings will be primarily low-ri~e 
with a limited number of medium-rise 
office buildings. The primary land 
use will be administrative and profes­
sional offices with some service re­
tail supporting the office uses. 

Urban Residential 
Adjacent to the Cucamonga Guasti Region­
al Park is a Urban Residential zone which 
will be high-density residential develop­
ment offering opportunities for housing 
in close oroximitv to emolovment 
centers and the urban activity of the 
urban commercial areas. The structures 
will include primarily low-rise buildings 
with occasional mid-rise or hiqh-rise 
housing towers. Resirlential development 
will be integrally planned with a system 
of open space and recreational facilities. 
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Urban Design Character 
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The visual structure of the land-use con­
figuration will create a strong urban de­
sign statement which will give a distinc­
tive image and visibility to the Meredith 
International Centre from the San Bernar­
dino Freeway and surrounding areas as 
well as giving the interior ~f the pro-
ject a unique visual organization with 
interesting urban variety and· a pleasing en­
vironment. A key distinction of the 
land-use design is the creation of a 
hierarchy of land-use intensities 
which are the basis of the urban de-
sign of Meredith International Centre. 

Core 
The Urban Commercial Core, centrally lo­
cated in Meredith International Centre, 
is the heart of the project in every 

.sense. The high density of this urban 
nucleus makes it the economic and urban 
activity center as well as the most do­
minant visual element of urban design. 
From a distance and the freeway, 
this cluster of taller structures will 
be a visually dominant element. At a 
small scale, it will be urban in ima~e, 
characterized by a compact arrangement 
of buildings and active pedestrian 
spaces. 

Urban Commercial 
The Urban Commercial district along the 
freeway frontage will be a high-density 
urban strip running the length of the 
project. The design character will be 
urban yet more linear than the core. 
Tall buildings will be separated to al­
low views through to the mountains and 
lower density development beyond. On 
the ground plane, the building pattern 
will be less concentrated than the core and 
oriented toward G Street to create an 
urban streetscape. 

low Density Areas 
The Garden Commercial and Urban Residential 
Districts which surround the high-density 
zones will have a lower visual profile. 
These lower-density areas will be composed 
of primarily low-rise structures with a few 
mid-rise buildings. Garden Commercial 
Areas will. have buildings arranged inform­
ally and set in a park-like atmosphere with 
generous landscaped areas integrated into 
building complexes. Urban Residential will 
have a more compact massing of buildings 
in order to achieve the desired density. 
Since all residential districts are located 
away from the arterial streets. they will 
be separated from the activity of the higher 
density zones and have a less doMinant vis­
ual presence within the project. Resident­
ial development will be integrally designed 
with systems of open space and recreation. 
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Pedestrian Network 

Core Pedestrian Network 
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The intensity of development of the Core 
and the Urban Commercial District will 
create an exciting pedestrian-oriented 
environment. The pedestrian potential of 
Meredith International Centre is further 
enhanced ·by the fact that eighty percent 
of the entire development is within an 
easy five minute walk of the core area, 
creating the multiple potentials fo~ 
land use connections and urban synergy. 

Urban Commercial Core 
The density and compactness of the core 
area creates a unique opportunity for an 
active, exciting pedestrian environment 
with a special urban ambiance. A con­
tinuous network of pedestrian spaces will 
be created here which connect the various 
uses of the core together with a variety 
of people-places of unique design. It is 
intended that these spaces be compact in 
size, punctuated occasionally by larger 
plazas and focal elements for orientation 
and focus. The edges of this internal 
pedestrian network should have a maximum 
of commercial frontage to maximize urban 
activity. 

Sidewalks 
The sidewalks along the arterials and 
service roads will be the primary connect­
ors from outlying uses to the pedestrian 
network of the core in addition to proVi­
ding a pleasant pedestrian experience in 
themselves. Service roads will be located 
for maximum convenience to pedestrian as 
well as optimum auto access. All streets 
have sidewalks on both sides. 

Primary I Secondary Pec:~estrlanways 
Primaty pedest~ianways are designed to 
provide major direct pedestrian connections 
through the project area. These pedestrian 
arteries will have a h·igh level of pedes­
trian amenities and special desiqn consi~er­
ation s!Joli.ld be given to maximizin~J pedes­
trian activity and interest. Second~ry pe­
destrianways will be designed for a pleasan~ 
pedestrian environment with fewer pedestrian 
amenities. Primary and secondary pedestrian­
ways are delineated on the attached map. 

Pedestrian Crossing 
Most pedestrian crossings are planned to 
occur on-grade at intersections with 
standard crosswalks and safety signals. 
Pedestrian crossings not at intersections 
will be grade separated from vehicular 
travelways. Specific Requirements are 
subject to the approval of the City in 
conformance with all applicable standards 
and policies at the time of site plan 
review or other request for approval. 
Where grade separations are used, they 
should feed directly from established side­
walks and pedestrianways. Alonq the primary 
arterials, pedestrians may safely cross at 
non-signalized intersectio~s. 
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Landscape Character 

Formal landscape 

The landscape design within the Meredith 
International Centre will be a primary de­
terminant of the visual character of the 
project. Several landscape elements are 
identified in the Specific Plan which are 
intended to provide continuity between 
individual project components, visually 
emphasize the urban design structu~e and 
act as major linkages and buffers. 

St reetscape 
The landscape along the arterials and service 
streets will establish landscape themes run­
ning throughout the project. The desiqn of 
the major arterials is structured by two con­
ditions, an "Urban" edge and a "Garden" edge, 
which will articulate the land-use groups 
fronting these major roads and will determine 
the visual character of the streetscape. 

Urban Edges 
An"urban edge" condition will occur adja­
cent to the core and urban commercial 
areas. This edge will have a formal, man­
made urban quality which will stimulate 
pedestrian activity. Low-rise buildings 
should be sited close to the sidewalk to 
promote a feeling of activity. Spaces 
between buildings and parking lot front­
age should be minimized. High and mid­
rise structures should be separated and 
set back to create a rhythm of urban 
plazas along the edge. The hardscape 
(sidewalks, plazas) will be a dominant 
theme accented by regular formal tree 
placement, formally planted shrubs or 
clipped hedges and grass or formal low 
groundcover. The urban environment 
should be enhanced with benches and 
other pedestrian street furniture. 

Garden Edges 
Adjacent to the Garden Commercial District, 
a "garden edge" will occur which will 
have the more park-like visual aspect of 
this land-use zone. Buildinqs will be 
set back from the sidewalk, ~eparated 
or organized in clusters and sited more 
informally. Set-back areas will consist 
of gentle grass berms with informally 
planted trees. Street trees on the side­
walk should be formallj planted for con­
tinuity with .the urban edges which almost 
always occur on the other side of the 
street. Informal tree planting for the 
most part will be taller than these 
street trees and set behind them. Park­
ing will be screened from view on arter­
ial roads. A twenty foot minimum garden 
edge will be bui1t as a buffer around 
the Italo M. Bernt School. 
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Service Roads 
The smaller service roads will have a 
less elaborate streetscape of re~ularly 
planted street trees in the sidewalk 
supplemented with an effective combina­
tion'of landscapinq consistent with the 
land-use zone in whlch they occur. 
Traffic diverters, designed to slow 
traffic, will be designed as accent ele­
ments in this ~treetscape. 

Project Gateway 
At the intersection of the internal 
art~rials and the boundaries of the pro­
ject, a special entry/gateway will announce 
entry to Meredith International Centre. 
These gateways will express the design ch~r­
acter of the project through a formal pat­
tern of trees, vegetation and entry signs. 

Core Entry Plazas 
At the three corners of the core, a soecial 
plaza treatment will mark the core bounda­
ries to motorists on the arterials. These 
plazas will be primarily hardscape with tall 
buildings behind and a formal arrangement 
of trees and landscape elements. 

Core Pedestrian Network 
Within the core area a series of active 
pedestrian spaces will connect the uses in 
this central element of Meredith Interna­
tional Centre. This network will be urban 
in character with a hardscape composition 
of compact malls and plazas. Special at­
tention will be given to creatinq a wide 
variety of urban people places with a high 
level of pedestrian amenities. 

View Corridor I Park 
A view corridor in the Urban Commercial 
District, opposite the core will allow view 
of the core from the freeway and create a 
significant open space in this high-density 
zone. The desiqn of this element will be 
green and parklike in contrast to the 
more urban character of the Core and the 
Urban Commercial sector. A pedestrian 
crossing should be integrated into the 
core pedestrian network. 

Freeway Edges 
Along the freeway frontage, a linear 
landscape treatment will orovide a 
buffer to the freeway and' a boundary 
definition to the project. This strip 
will have a park-like landscape 
character with numerous informally 
planted trees. The strip will have a 
minimum average depth of twenty (20) 
teet to be. calculated and determfne-d 
within each planning area. 
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Garden Commercial 

Residential Recreation 
Recreation facilities, integrated into 
Urban Residential Districts will be desiqn 
focal elements an~ nucleii of the resident­
ial communities as well as i~rortant open 
spaces. 

Greenbelts to P111rk 
The res i d en t i a 1 are a ~ 1~ i 1 1 be connected 
to the Cucamonqa Guasti Reqional Park 
through open spaces inteqrated to the de­
siqn of the residential communities. Pe­
destrian bridges over the Cucamonqa Creek 
Channel can provide direct perlestrian 
access to this important recreational 
amenity. 
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Landscape Elements 
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Signing Appropriately controlled and effective 
signing and graphics are very important 
in any commercial environment. This 
will be particularly true for the mixed­
use environment of Meredith International 
Centre. The purpose of this signing pro­
gram will be to ensure continuity and 
acceptable visual standards for al1 gra­
phic/signage elements in the Centre. 
Private s;gning guidelines will .be adopt­
ed as part of this document to establish 
individual identification of tenant faci­
lities and directional signage for vehi­
cular and pedestrian circulation for in­
dividual projects. The objective ts a 
consistent graphic design style which 
will enhance the Meredith International 
Centre environment through uniform stand­
a r d·s for s i g n sizes , 1 o cat i on s , and qua 1 i -
ty of construction. Public signs and 
signs uniform through the project 
such as street name signs, entry signs, 
directional signs and the like will be 
described in a Signing Program Manual 
to be submitted later. All siqns will 
be consistent with City of Ontario 
standards and regulations. 

Conceptual guidelines for private sign­
ing program are included in this docu­
ment in the C.P.D. regulations. A de­
tailed signing program manual, specify­
ing exact design and installation para­
meters for public signs will be submit­
ted for adoption at the Planning Area 
Review phase. All signs will be consistent 
with City of Ontario standards and the 
Uniform Manual on Traffic Control Devices 
for Streets and Highways, U.S. Department 
of Transportation, Federal Highway Admin­
istration and the Traffic Manual issued 
by the Department of Transportation of 
the State of California. 
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