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Place Types 

Districts – Districts are geographically large, culturally unique, and regionally significant areas of the city that fulfill 
different but complementary roles in creating a complete community. As regional destinations, districts serve as the 
“face of the city.” Each district has a distinct identity that reflects its role within the city context and establishes a 
defined sense of place through the creation of an amenity-rich, transit-accessible, mixed-use environments where 
people can live, work, shop, dine, and have many of their daily needs met within a comfortable and convenient walk or 
bike ride from their residence, transit stop, or parked vehicle.  

 

1 

Downtown District 
The historic center of Ontario, the Downtown District, is envisioned as 
the placed-based, people-focused, commercial, and cultural "heart" 
of the City and features several designated historic districts and 
landmark. Downtown will support a variety of businesses, housing 
opportunities for residents with a variety of income levels, creative 
spaces, entertainment options, and institutional and civic uses, while 
preserving its historic character, buildings, neighborhoods, and 
places. Complementing the wide mix of uses are designs, layouts and 
public spaces that give residents, visitors, and businesses a strong 
sense of connection and creates a place where people want to spend 
time.  

 

2 
Airport / Metro Entertainment District 
The Airport / Metro Entertainment District is envisioned as a large-
scale regional entertainment hub, leveraging attractions, such as the 
Toyota Arena and Ontario Mills, supported by a variety of retail and 
dining options integrated alongside high-intensity office and 
residential development. This area will evolve into a walkable urban 
center through the addition of mixed use infill development, a 
pedestrian-oriented road and trail network, key public realm 
improvements, and multiple transit options.  

 

3 

Guasti District 
The historic Guasti (winery) Village sets the theme and backdrop to 
the Guasti District. The district is envisioned to preserve and enhance 
the historic buildings as the focal point of a vibrant mixed use area 
that leverages its proximity to the Ontario International Airport, 
Ontario Convention Center, and the potential future development of 
a multimodal transit center. The district will include intensive office, 
commercial, and lodging uses along the I-10 corridor, and 
appropriately scaled residential, office, commercial, and lodging near 
the Guasti Village historic core. The multimodal mixed use area within 
the Guasti District is intended to leverage proximity to the future 
multimodal transportation center and link the Convention Center, 
Guasti compound, and airport through strong physical and visual 
design.  
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4 

South Euclid District 
Lying at the southwest corner of the City, the South Euclid District is 
envisioned to develop as a vertically- and horizontally- mixed use 
area to serve the populations of newly developing Ontario Ranch and 
adjoining communities. The district will include a range of housing 
types integrated within and alongside retail, commercial, and office 
uses, as well as public spaces and trails that connect the “Great Park” 
to Euclid Avenue. The area is intended to be highly walkable with 
pedestrian-oriented site design and road network and amenitized 
transit stops that leverage the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) investments. 

 

5 
South Employment District 
The South Employment District is envisioned to foster employee-
intensive office, entertainment facilities, live/work, and supporting 
retail uses in a campus environment designed to leverage proximity 
to the “Great Park” and maintain compatibility with surrounding 
residential areas. Outside of the Chino Airport safety zone, higher 
density stand-alone and mixed use residential neighborhoods are 
intended to orient toward the “Great Park” and incorporate transition 
areas from the surrounding business park uses. 

Corridors – Corridors are important components of the vehicular circulation system, moving traffic through the city 
and connecting to the greater region. While this remains an important role of the city's corridors, they are envisioned 
as vibrant and sustainable places, with a mix of uses, a variety of transportation options, and comfortable pedestrian 
and bicycle access to surrounding neighborhoods.  

 

6 

East Holt Boulevard Corridor 
Holt Boulevard is an important east-west corridor connecting Ontario 
to the greater region, with improved connectivity options through the 
addition of BRT service. This corridor is envisioned to gradually build 
out over time through infill development that ultimately yields vibrant 
neighborhood-serving commercial areas, a variety of housing 
options, and employment opportunities that are clustered around 
BRT stops that can be easily accessed by pedestrians and bicyclists. 
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7 

Inland Empire Boulevard Corridor 
The Inland Empire Boulevard Corridor connects Vineyard Avenue and 
the Convention Center directly to the heart of the Airport / Metro 
Entertainment District and future BRT. Near- to mid-term 
improvements include the addition of significant rows of large street 
trees to provide shade, spatial definition, and a better pedestrian 
environment; the addition of new bicycle facilities, infill buildings 
oriented to the street, and reorientation of existing building entrances 
toward the street where possible. Over the longer term, this corridor 
has the potential to become a westward extension of the Airport / 
Metro Entertainment District environment. 

Neighborhood Centers – Neighborhood Centers serve as local gathering places, allow for convenient access to 
amenities, and help to establish identity for the surrounding neighborhoods. They typically consist of locally serving 
commercial uses and/or other community-serving uses, and intended to be accessible by foot, bike, transit, or car for 
those visiting the site or residing in the surrounding area. This place type is generally applied to the area within a short 
walk of a single or cluster of mixed use parcels along a larger street and/or around an intersection. Neighborhood 
Centers can be found throughout the existing city fabric (infill) and in areas planned for future growth and 
development (south of Riverside Drive). 

 

 

8 
(a-e) 

Neighborhood Center - Infill 
Neighborhood Centers located in areas where the commercial and 
residential parcels were largely developed in an incremental manner 
prior to 2020, are north of Riverside Drive, and are categorized as 
“infill” centers. These centers will range in size, complexity, and 
relationship to the surrounding streets and neighborhoods. Some are 
very small centers that may only include a horizontal mix of uses 
fronting onto a wide sidewalk while others may involve a vertically 
integrated mix of higher density residential and nonresidential uses 
oriented around a public plaza or other form of open space. All of 
these centers are envisioned to incorporate site design that prioritizes 
safe, and attractive, and well-shaded pedestrian access onsite, from 
the public rights-of-way, and from the adjacent neighborhoods. 
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8 
(f-k) 

Neighborhood Center – South of Riverside Drive 
Neighborhood Centers identified south of Riverside Drive are 
generally underutilized or vacant as of 2022. These Neighborhood 
Centers are envisioned to bring new vitality and involve some level of 
master planning, with the roadway, pathways, open spaces, public 
realm designs, and site designs coordinated prior to the development 
of all of the parcels. These centers will range in size, complexity, and 
relationship to the surrounding streets and neighborhoods.  
 
Some of these centers will involve a small node of mixed use 
development that is connected to the “Great Park” while others will 
involve larger clusters of mixed use areas that serve as a focus point 
for the surrounding residential neighborhoods. The largest of these 
centers are intended to serve not only as a local focal point but also 
as a major citywide landmark that also connects directly to the “Great 
Park”. All but the smallest of these centers are envisioned to consist 
of some amount of vertically integrated and higher intensity 
residential, office, and retail buildings oriented toward the “Great 
Park”, large public plazas, and/or large trail systems. 
 
All of these centers are envisioned to incorporate site design that 
prioritizes safe, attractive, and well-shaded pedestrian access onsite, 
from the public rights-of-way, and from the adjacent neighborhoods. 
Parking areas are to be located next to and behind buildings to 
provide a variety of frontages along streets. 

 

 
  


