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CD-03 Downtown District Place Type 
1. Downtown District 

VISION
As the historic center of Ontario, the Downtown District, is envisioned as the 
placed-based, people-focused, commercial, and cultural "heart" of the City and 
features several designated historic districts and landmarks. Downtown will 
support a variety of businesses, housing opportunities for residents with a variety 
of income levels, creative spaces, entertainment options, and institutional and civic 
uses while preserving its historic character, buildings, neighborhoods, and places. 
Complementing the wide mix of uses are designs, layouts and public spaces that 
give residents, visitors, and businesses a strong sense of connection and creates a 
place where people want to spend time.

 

LAND USE  

 

 

Land Use 
Designation 

Residential Density &  
Non-Residential 

Intensity 

Intention 

 Low Density 2.1 to 5.0 dwelling units per 
acre Single-family detached residences. 

 Low-Medium 
Density 

5.1 to11.0 dwelling units per 
acre 

Single/multi-family attached and detached residences, including small lot 
subdivisions, townhouses, and courtyard homes. 

 Medium 
Density 

11.1 to 25.0 dwelling units 
per acre 

Single/multi-family attached and detached residences including townhouses, 
courtyard homes, stacked flats, and small lot single-family subdivisions. 

 High Density 25.1 to 45.0 dwelling units 
per acre 

Multi-family dwellings including stacked flats and mid-rise and high-rise residential 
complexes. 

 Mixed Use - 
Downtown 

25.0 to 75.0 dwelling units per 
acre 
2.0 FAR for retail and office uses 

Envisioned as an intensive vertical and horizontal mixture of retail, office, and 
residential uses in a pedestrian friendly atmosphere. The historic character is 
enhanced. The most intensive uses are envisioned along Euclid and Holt Avenues.   

 Neighborhood 
Commercial 0.40 FAR Local serving retail, personal service, office, and dining uses, typically located within 

a predominantly residential neighborhood. 

 Office 
Commercial 0.75 FAR 

An intense mixture of professional office, supported by regional serving retail, 
service, tourist-serving, entertainment, dining, and supporting service uses that 
capitalize on strategic locations in Ontario. This designation also allows for 
professional offices such as financial, legal, insurance, medical, and other similar uses 
in a neighborhood setting and/or as adaptive reuse. 

 Industrial 0.55 FAR 

Variety of light industrial uses, including warehousing / distribution, assembly, light 
manufacturing, research and development, storage, repair facilities, and supporting 
retail and professional office uses. This designation also accommodates activities 
that could potentially generate impacts, such as noise, dust, and other nuisances. 

 Open Space - 
Recreation Not applicable 

Open space that includes utility easements, and drainage channels. We desire to 
realize multiple uses from these open spaces, such as trails, greenways, joint-use 
recreational amenities, landscaped parkways/medians, parking lots, and nurseries. 

 Public Facility Not applicable Public facilities including civic centers, governmental institutions, police and fire 
stations, transportation facilities, museums, and public libraries. 

 Public School Not applicable Public schools (K-12) and universities. 

 

 

 Conceptual reconfiguration of Euclid 
Ave (within existing curb-to-curb 
dimension) adding a Class IV bikeway, 
parking lane planters, and “off-peak” 
parking along the median to maintain 
three travel lanes during peak traffic 
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DOWNTOWN DISTRICT INTENDED OUTCOMES  
This section describes the intended result, or outcome, of applying Urban, Mixed Use, and Transit-oriented Place Type Policies (CD-3.1 to CD-3.6) to this Place Type. 

Unique Identity 
 

Downtown Ontario is the historic 
economic, cultural, and civic hub 
of Ontario, organized by a simple, 
walkable network of treelined 
streets, laid out as a new “Model 
Colony” in the 1880s.  

The District’s history, historic 
buildings, and distinct urban 
form define downtown’s unique 
identity. These aspects should be 
preserved, celebrated, and 
enhanced to reinforce the area’s 
existing identity. 

Comfortable, Safe, Human 
Scale Public Realm 

 
The Downtown’s public realm is a 
traditional network of streets and 
public open spaces that are lined 
with a rich variety of buildings 
built since the 1880s.  

Downtown’s streets, parks, and 
plazas should be enhanced as 
“outdoor rooms of community,” 
providing an attractive, 
comfortable, safe, and lively 
environment within which to 
walk, explore, shop, dine, meet 
friends and neighbors, and 
participate in community events. 
Each new public and private 
improvement in this area should 
reinforce a “pedestrians first” 
atmosphere. 

Complete and Connected 
Network 

 
Downtown Ontario’s robust grid 
pattern network connects the 
retail core seamlessly to 
surrounding neighborhoods, Holt 
Boulevard, and the Ontario 
Amtrak station. The layout of 
street system provides each 
person with a wide range of 
choices including travel route and 
travel mode for each trip.  

Downtown’s simple, open 
network of pedestrian-friendly 
streets and blocks - with 
perimeters typically less than 
1,600 feet – is the ideal public 
realm framework for any urban, 
mixed use, or transit-oriented 
area, the existing block structure 
should be maintained and 
completed.  

Context Aware and Appropriate 
Building Design 

 
Within the Euclid Avenue retail 
core, buildings from various time 
periods comfortably mix with 
newer buildings, unified by a 
number of important shared 
characteristics including, 1) tall, 
clear glass ground floor 
shopfronts, 2) welcoming entries 
along the sidewalk that reflect 
original 25-foot wide lots, 
3) upper floor windows that 
relate to ground floor articulation 
consistent with a historic main 
street pattern.  

Future infill development and 
renovations should respect and 
reflect established facade patterns 
to preserve Downtown’s historic 
character. The architecture of new 
buildings should reflect the time 
in which they are built, while 
harmonizing with the scale, 
rhythm, and character of their 
historic predecessors. 

Active Frontages 
 

Within the retail core, the large 
clear glass shopfronts built right 
up to the sidewalk “blur the line” 
between the outdoor public realm 
and the indoor private businesses, 
prominently displaying wares 
and activities to passerby and in 
many cases allowing those 
activities – dining in particular – 
to spill out onto the sidewalks and 
into plazas and parks.  

On side streets as one moves 
toward surrounding 
neighborhoods, ground floor 
offices and residences require 
some degree of privacy from 
passersby, buildings are set back 
from the sidewalk, reducing 
visibility into the residence or 
office, while offering views 
outward to the street and other 
public spaces, improving public 
safety and pedestrian comfort. 

Managed Infrastructure 
 

Successful downtowns require 
active and coordinated 
management of parking, public 
realm maintenance, special 
events, business recruitment, and 
on-going promotional activities to 
remain competitive with other 
downtown areas, lifestyle 
shopping centers, and 
“experience retail” destinations. 
Downtown Ontario and other 
regional downtowns must 
compete for customers, visitors, 
tenants, and events with 
successful, managed districts, so 
active, coordinated, management 
of the Downtown District is 
necessary to compete. 

 


