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The City of Ontario Recreation & Community Services Department’s  

Empowerment Scholarship Program is made possible through donations and 

yearly fundraising efforts. This and other funding sources allow Youth, Adults,  

Seniors and Veterans from low-income backgrounds the opportunity to  

participate in recreation activities, classes, and programs that will enrich their 

lives and in turn, positively impact their families, schools, and community. 
 

ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 
Empowerment Scholarships are awarded based on available funding and income-

based need. $250.00 in scholarship funds per qualifying participant, will be awarded 

per funding year. Applications will not be accepted after Friday, December 1st, 2023. 

One application, per funding year, may be submitted. 

 

Applications will only be accepted in two ways: 

• As a hard copy turned in at the Armstrong Community Center located at  

1265 S. Palmetto Avenue, Ontario, CA 91762 

• Online via the link located at OntarioCA.gov/Recreation under Empowerment  

Scholarships. 

 

IMPORTANT: When applying for or with youth under 18, applicants must have  

permanent legal guardianship of the youth named AND provide legal  

documentation as proof of guardianship. 

 

1. Applicants must live in the City of Ontario. 

 

2. INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. Submittal of an applica-

tion does not constitute approval.   

 

3. All applications must be received a minimum of two weeks prior to the start of 

the activity, class, or program. Applications take up to two weeks to process 

from date of submittal. 

 

4. The following documentation is required of ALL APPLICANTS: 

• A non-expired, government issued picture ID 

• Examples: a passport, driver license, or state-issued identification card. 

 

• Proof of income 

• Most recent 1040 Tax Return 
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• Residents that are currently receiving Federal or State public assistance 

and meet the income requirements listed below are welcome to apply. 

Documentation of the assistance will be accepted as proof of income. 

 

• Proof of Residency 

• A current utility bill or orther document proving Ontario residency with 

applicant name on it. 

• Please not that other supporting documents, not listed above, may be 

required to confirm and support application. 

 

5. Images of original supporting documents are required. 

• Applications without original supporting documents will be deemed  

incomplete and will NOT be accepted.  

 

6.  San Bernardino County Income Limits Requirement Guide 
 

 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD DATES & PARTICIPATION RULES: 
1. All Applicants must abide by the Recreation & Community Services Code of 

Conduct throughout the application and funding process. Failure to do so may 

result in disqualification from the program. 

 

2. Classes or programs that exceed the $250.00 scholarship amount are eligible 

for registration, however, the remaining balance is the sole responsibility of the  

scholarship recipient, parent, or guardian to pay. 

 

3. The Empowerment Scholarship covers only the actual cost of the class or  

program.  All supply fees or equipment charges will be the sole responsibility of 

the scholarship recipient, parent, or guardian to pay. 

 

4. Full refunds are available for courses cancelled by the City or Instructor, or if 

requested after the first-class meeting only.  

• Participant requested withdrawals or transfers from a class, not canceled 

after the first-class meeting, are upon department approval. 

• Notification of a refund must be made to the Ontario Recreation &  

Community Services Department at least one week prior of the class or  

program’s start date. Refunds will not be given to high demand programs 

with waitlists which include, but are not limited to, Summer Camps and 

Aquatics programming. 

 

5. If the program or class is canceled, the full amount will be refunded back to 

the recipient’s scholarship account and may be used for another qualifying 

class.   

Number of  

Dependents 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Income must 

be at or below  

figures listed: 

$49,300 $56,350 $63,400 $70,400 $76,050 $81,700 $87,300 $92,950 
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6. All funds will expire by 12/31/2023. Failure to use 90% of awarded scholarship 

funds by designated date may disqualify you from future Empowerment  

Scholarship funding.  

• Note: These funds can be used to pay for Winter 2023/2024 (December 

2023, January 2024, February 2024) classes and programming as long  

registrations are completed by 12/31/2023. 
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Name Birth Date 

Adult or 

Child  

(Use A or C) 

Relationship to 

Applicant 

1.    

2.    

3.    

4.    

5.    

6.    

7.    

8.    

9.    

10.    

Applicant Signature: 

Date: 

TIMESTAMP:  

) 

2023 Empowerment Scholarship  

Application 
 

Name of Applicant:         Date:  

 

Street Address:  

 

 

Phone Number:       Alternate Phone Number: 

 

Email Address:                                                                 No Email? Please check: 

 

Please list all individuals you are submitting this application for. If you are also interested 

in receiving a scholarship, please list your name below.: 

 

 

I certify that all the information provided on this form is true and correct 

and I have read, understand, and agree with all the terms and conditions 

of the Empowerment Scholarship Application. 
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Please share with us how you or your family member will 

benefit from receving an Empowerment Scholarship! 

Every person deserves the opportunity to learn, grow,  

explore, be engaged in their community, and make new friends! 


